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Amendments to the Claims; 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims; 

Claims 1-3 (canceled). 

Claim 4 (cwently amended): ilio computer implomontod method of oloim 3, whoroin 
pnvf^^in;T it u>h^ A enmnuter-implem ft nted method for monitoring Que or more objects of a, 
specified class, said class having nne or m o re attributes, each said object having ^ attribute 
value assQcii^^ed with each attribute, said meth od comprising: 

/^Ynfl fTiip-allv identifying the objec t s of the soeciPftd class, said class representing a mass 

storage devic e: 

flom parine at least one of the att ri bute values of each identified object with a thyeshpld 
value fl.ssQciated with at least one of the att ributes in the class, said attributes including a free 
space attribute, a capacity attribute, and a de scription attribute: 

Tnaintaming a list of the identified obiects and the attribute values of the identified objects 

overtime: 

irienrifvin p r.hanees in the maintain e d attribute values of each identified ghi^t over time; 

and 

pftrformin ff one or more functions in respons e to comparing and identifying changes 
including notifying a user of a free space attribute and a description attribute of a specific object 
if the free space attribute value of the specific object exceeds the threshold value associated with 
the free space attribute of the specific object. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): The computer-implemented method of elaiaj47 claraiA 
wherein peiforming includes generating a notification if an attribute value of a specific object 
exceeds the threshold value. 
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Claim 6 (currently amended): Tho oomputor implomontod method of olaini 5, further 
A nnm pntftr-imnlemented method fo r monitoring one or more objects Qf specified 
class, said ch tss having one or mnre attributes, each said object h aving an attribute value 
associated with each attribute, said method c omprising: 

f^ynaf mcallv identifying the ob jects of the specified class; 

nnmp aring at least opf^ »f the attribute values of ea ch identified object with a threshold 
value associated with at least one of th e attributes in the specified class; 

inaintainin ^ a list of the identified objects and t h e attribute values of the identified objects 

over time: 

iH^tifyin ^ changes in the maintained attribute v nlnes of each identified object over time; 

parfo rming one or more fiinction.s in respo p sa to comparing and identifying changes 
including ge nerating a notification if an at t Hhnte value of a specific obiect exceeds the threshold 
valne in response to comparing and identify ing changes: and 

suppressing the notification if the attribute value of the specific object exceeded the 
threshold value in fee a previous intervaL 

Claim 7 (currently amended): The computer-implemented method of claim claim 4 . 
wherein performing includes averaging attribute values over fee one or more intervals as an 
indication of performance. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): The computer-implemented method of claim 1. claim 4, 
wherein performing includes displaying the attribute values to the user. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): The computer-implemented method of olaim 1, claim 4, 
wherein [[a]] the user specifies the threshold value for each of the attributes in the class. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): The computer-implemented method of o loim 1, claim 4, 
wherein maintaining includes adding at least one of the identified objects to the list, deleting at 
least one of the identified objects fi:om the hst, and/or preservmg the list. 
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Claim 11 (currently amended): The computer-implemented method of ^aH«47 claii^ 
wherein dynamicaUy identifying the objects includes limiting the amount of objects identified. 

Claim 12 (currently amended): The computer-implemented method of ete im 1, claimA 
wherein dynJimically identifying the objects occurs in response to a user request. 

Claim 13 (currently amended): The compater-implemented method of ekirfi-b slmmA 
wherein the objects are stored in a database, wherein identifying occurs in response to an update 
to the database. 

Claim 14 (curroitly amended): The computer-implemented method of claim I. claim 4, 
wherein the threshold value is associated with a plurality of the attributes of the class. 



Claims 15-22 (canceled) 



Claim 23 (new): The computer-implemented method of claim 6, wherein the specified 
class represemta a mass storage device and the attributes include a fi-ee space attribute, a capacity 
attribute, and a description attribute. 

Claim 24 (new): The computer-implemented method of claim 6 wherein performing 
includes averaging attribute values over one or more imervals as an indication of performance. 

Claim 25 (new): The computer-implemented method of claim 6 wherein performing 
includes displaying the attribute values to a user. 

Claim 26 (new): The computer-implemented method of claim 6 wherein [[a]] the user 
specifies the threshold value for each of the attributes in the class. 

Claim 27 (new): The computer-implemented method of claim 6 wherein maintaining 
includes adding at least one of the identified objects to the list, deleting at least one of the 
identified objects from the list, and/or preserving the list. 
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Claim 28 (new): The computer-implemented method of claim 6 wherein dynamically 
identifying the objects includes limiting the amount of objects identified. 

Claim 29 (new): The computeMmplemented method of claim 6 wherein dynamically 
identifying tlie objects occurs in response to a user request. 

Qaini 30 (new): The computer-implemented method of claim 6 wherein the objects are 
stored in a database, wherein identifying occurs in response to an update to the database. 

Claim 31 (new): The computer-implemented method of claim 6 wherein the threshold 
value is associated with a plurality of the attributes of the class. 
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